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lion. Kevin i\-1<lnin
Chairman
I' eder,,1 Communications Cumlnis,io"
445 12'" Stl'~et ~W

Romn: S-B201
\Va,llIngton, DC 20554

Re: ~FL !\elworl; amI Other IlldClwndcnl 1'l"Ognllnlllcrs

D~ar CbaimMIl r>-1artin

I am writ illg to j(,11 \lW IIp Oil a mLlll hn oj' n""tituellt letters nlld em"il s I have rec",vcJ
complaining Ihnllhe c;lble ,;yst~llls to wh;l-h th~y ;;ubscribc in N~.w Ywt lire r~liLsing to ~"rry thc
l\"FL '\J~twork. Many of those let1er~ "Iso Ilole Ihat l!lo,c cable syskills require tlwm l" pHr~has~

(jlhn "pmts nt:!worb __ such 'lS MSG N~lwork alld ~l\Y -- th"tthoS<.; CQnstilllcnts ncv~r ",al<'h;
"nJ Ihm my c()"~tiILlcnts arc troubkd by c«bl~ comp«nics" diS(;r;minalion ag~instthe ,__ 1'1
l\'~Iwork and ~gai Il~t higlHlual iIy non-sport, illdep,:ndenl d,annd~ iLl favor of less Iwpubr
chunnL'ls Ihal lhc cable companies own.

I lUi'll 10 lOll since 11Imlcrsland lhat lill'l'CC has open~d a ndemakLllg pn,,:cl-ding (MU Dod~t

07-42) 10 consider program carr;age- ;s,,,es such as these - partkul"rly a~ lhcy relatc to
imkpendenl ~nd diverse channels.

I have Sl,<;n:J l1l,mher of recent press stories noting Ih;'l -- jll,;t lih Ill" NFL l\etw·or1; and Olher
indepcnd~nt s)x>r1s channels --1l0U·'I,01"tS ;lIdcpcnJ"nl channels I:,cc Jiscrilllinalion [ron, big
cahk compani~s that own channels 0 (- th~ir ow,'- and that som~ indepcmkllt channel, like thc
Oxygcn Nctwork ~n,' choosing to sell thcmselves 10 large mcdia holding ~o"'p,mics rathcr than 10
try 10 contillu~ ~~ stand-alonc hu~ines,,-,\. II is a Jislurhi"g tr~nd sinc~ this increasing
CO'll'elllration will reducc ""'dia diver~ity "nd consumcr el",in',

I also nolc Ih"t ill COl1nl"uioll with another high-pl'of;k SP()11S ch:lIlncI l'arriage dispute - Ibe one
bct"e~n COmC"SI ;",d lhe MLd-Allalllie Sports l\'~t\\'-ork (MASN) i1\ Illl" W",ll1ngWll, DC area in
2()()S the I'CC" s decision 10 appo; III a1\ arbitralN to scttle 1he dispule l-au,,,d lhc' pmtic-s to l'en~h
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II negotiated soIutlon_ I "YUki UNC IDe "CC to (tlnsiller changing its rules 10 racil"tatc
!lJ'!Oilltn>Cn1 of an arhitr;uor in di<pUI<.'S l"ke lhe one in' ...!> i",~ lho: Nfl t'clwtlrk, so 11K') can oc
rcsohed ","re quid]y (prcrcrabh through fll.l:oliation bct" ....ClIIDe panKo'S):&nd "ith Wl1$llllk',.,;
inl<:n:~s flln'mosl in mind. Ifsuch a m<.'Chanism "cn: in pbcc. it might help po::rsuadc the cable
companies to negotiate II carrilll,'C deal ..ilb lhc: \IFl I\etwon be(ore my constituents arc
d<."n)oo o("rL l\C1work game lel~ts Ihm begin tbis seascm on Thanksgiving night.

Thank) Oil (or tn i.:wing IheSt.: ID;IU....rs.
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TOllY Avella
Chuir - loning & l'r:lllch;sd;
('o\ll1cil MCl110cr
l);Slri<.:( I') Northeast QlI~"<:ns

cc: Commission.:r MKhad J. Copps
Commi.~sioncrJomlh,1O S. Adelstein
CommissiOl\er Deborah Taylor rale
ComnlissioJ>er Roocn M. McDo..... tt


